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“THE ROCK and THE SWORD”  
“Built upon the Rock of Christ and wielding the 
Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God.”
)From the Pastor…
Cancel Culture: The Introduction
God forgives sin and forgets.  As it is written by Isaiah the Prophet, “I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember your sins” (Isaiah 43:25) But who is like our God? It is certainly not the men of the world. It is with evil intent that they hold iniquities ransom, remember them, and mercilessly use men’s former sins to bring their enemies to an end in the public square. The culture we once knew is no more. Even if we wanted to see it return, far too much has already been lost to us. In the name of justice, statues have been unlawfully torn down and defamed, books have been burned, paintings and items of significant history defaced and ruined, and businesses have been bullied out of existence. But that is the mere tip of the iceberg for what has come to be called the “cancel culture.” I really didn’t know what this all was until I began studying it and its effects a few weeks ago. Here’s why you should be interested in it.
	“Cancel culture” is a manipulation and a violent attack on our rights to free speech. Here’s how. There was a time when people would look and recognize the best in someone while forgiving his past mistakes. There was a time when people who disagreed with one another sat down and argued with each other over a beer and, yet, remained friends. Such times look to be coming to an end as people have begun to assemble with loud voices, beating their enemies into submission by destroying their honor, integrity, and reputations. We read in Proverbs 10, “Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all offenses” This cancel culture is diametrically 

opposed to Christianity. It stems from hatred and it certainly does not profess a love for one’s neighbor. Loud voices railing false accusations and spurning hatred are all it really has taken to turn people against one another.  It wasn’t cleverly crafted arguments with facts, nor was it honest judgements of character that began this movement. It was simply adults throwing temper tantrums with the loudest ones prevailing. Open dialogue is becoming a thing of the past because there are radicals who will begin their endeavor to silence the one who speaks out or questions through violent threats of rage. People, Christians, conservatives, even children and young adults are beginning to fear speaking freely. They fear losing their business when they are targeted by rioters and boycotters; they fear their lives being threatened when people post their home addresses on the internet inciting the radicals to harass them. Even worse than all these things is that “cancel culture” knows no bounds and even threatens the lives of children so that their parents think twice about speaking out. 
	This is what a nation collapses into when minds are no longer bright with thought, but when the inner rage of emotions and the utter lack of self- control takes hold. Then they will go on calling what is evil “good” and what is good “evil” (Isaiah 5:20). It really makes sense from the other side. If you have nothing good to debate, what then is there left for you to do in order to win? All that is left is to terrorize and war against the person to destroy who they are and who they love until they give in or die.
	The best way to do this without inflicting bodily harm on yourself is to make them a reproach 
(a disappointment) to those closest to him. Remember God forgives and forgets sins, but it is the wicked hearts of men who hold sins ransom so that brother betrays brother and friend turns on friend. There is so much pressure on people to “cancel” that people are even turning on members of their own families to avoid public shame and ridicule. In a world like that, there forgiveness will cease to exist. We are seeing that there is nothing that can truly satiate the thirst of those who lead in cancelling people’s lives and our culture. Giving in to the mob does not protect, nor are you protected by virtue signaling (the action or practice of publicly expressing opinions or sentiments intended to demonstrate one's good character or the moral correctness of one's position on a particular issue). The only thing that we dear Christians can do is hold dearly to Christ our Lord. 
	It is easy when those who persecute or pressure are far away, distant and unknown, but the fight is coming close to home. It will be as David said in Psalm 55, “For it is not an enemy who taunts me— then I could bear it; it is not an adversary who deals insolently with me— then I could hide from him. But it is you, a man, my equal, my companion, my familiar friend. We used to take sweet counsel together; within God's house we walked in the throng.” You see, there may come soon a time when those who will try to put you out or cancel you, will be those closest to you. As David confessed in Psalm 27, “For my father and my mother have forsaken me, but the LORD will take me in.” Though you may be made to endure such betrayal and abandonment, the Lord God Almighty will not abandon you. The world may try to cancel you out of existence, but they are not God, and they do not know His mercy. He seeks only to cancel the debt of sin that stands against you, and he gladly receives you when the world hates you. Our times are in the Lord’s hands. Take refuge in the God of your salvation for, when evildoers assail you to eat up your flesh, it is they who stumble and fall. Rise to arms, with prayer employ you, as the great hymn says. Let your prayer be the pouring out of the soul in distress as David did in Psalm 31,
Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; my eye is wasted from grief; my soul and my body also. For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with sighing; my strength fails because of my iniquity, and my bones waste away. Because of all my adversaries I have become a reproach, especially to my neighbors, and an object of dread to my acquaintances; those who see me in the street flee from me. I have been forgotten like one who is dead; I have become like a broken vessel. For I hear the whispering of many-- terror on every side!-- as they scheme together against me, as they plot to take my life. But I trust in you, O LORD; I say, "You are my God." My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my persecutors! Make your face shine on your servant; save me in your steadfast love! O LORD, let me not be put to shame, for I call upon you; let the wicked be put to shame; let them go silently to Sheol. 

(To be continued…)

In Jesus’s blessed name,

Pastor Jacob Deal

We are currently looking for someone to serve as vice president for the remainder of this year.  If you wish to know more about the duties or are willing to consider filling this position, please contact Jonathan Baisch (724-816-6866).

Word of Hope:  1-888-217-8679
The only 24/7 CONFIDENTIAL Hotline that is distinctly Lutheran, bringing healing found in Christ, to those whose hearts have been broken by abortion.

LIKE & FOLLOW our Church’s Facebook page (Saints Peter and Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church)!
Remember to like, comment, and share to help us reach as many people as possible.

Remember the following in Prayer…
~The Mourning:  The friends and family of former member Viola Morris, who passed away August 1, 2020, and the friends and family of Edna Krajci, who passed away August 16, 2020. 
~The Hurting and Healing:  Sue BenderCA, Lois BortnerCA, Richard Brandes, Beverly Chlpka, Kim, George, Bradley Dirgo, Marjorie Dirgo, Tim Dudash, Henrietta (Hank) Holcroft, Neale & Melissa Huston, Donna Kennedy, Betty KnauffCA, Regis Knauff, Jess Lavoie, Virginia LehmanCA, Paul LucasCA, Rhonda MoatsCA, Sandy Marshall, Tom MulliganCA, Linda Parkany, Richard ReuningCA, Marty Scott, Martin Weisenborn, Angela WeserCA, and Millie Zachar.
~The Homebound:  Helen Bender, Mary Chmielewski, Dan Davis, Mary Ann Krajci, Robert Murchek, and Marion Roberts.
~Serving in the Military:   Clayton Drnek, Curtis Sinewe, and Joshua Solyan.
~Community & World Needs:  Those suffering from or affected by the coronavirus, victims of violence and terrorism; those suffering from loss and dislocation because weather disasters; those suffering from addiction and their families; Local, State, and National Government Leaders; Safety for all Police Officers, Firefighters, & First Responders; the unemployed; our Third Quarter Local Mission: Community Food Warehouse of Mercer County.
*CA represents cancer; number after other names represents weeks on the prayer list. Please submit prayer requests in writing to the church office.

Scrip/Gift Card Program
The next date for turning in SCRIP/Gift Card orders and payments is Sunday, September 6th.  Please make all checks out to Sts. Peter & Paul’s.  Order forms for this program may be found on the table in the narthex as well in the main hallway.  Both orders and payments may be placed in the offering plate.

REMINDER:  Please let the church office know of any changes to your address, phone, cell phone or your e-mail address! 


[bookmark: _GoBack]New phone directories are available.  See Diane to get yours!
Homebound Members & Friends  
Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Helen Bender
920 Pleasantview Dr.
New Castle, PA  16101

Mary Chmielewski
87 S. Neshannock Rd.
Hermitage, PA  16148

Dan Davis, Avalon Springs
745 Greenville Road
Mercer, PA  16137

Mary Ann Krajci, John XXIII
2250 Shenango Valley Freeway
Hermitage, PA  16148
724-981-3200

Virginia Lehman
92 Wet Track Rd.
West Middlesex, PA  16159

Robert Murchek
394 Fisher Hill St.
Sharon, PA  16146-5801

Marion Roberts (NEW ADDRESS!)
287 East 2nd St.  Apt. #103
Hummelstown, PA  17036
717-798-5330  

POP TAB EFFORTS TO BE REWARDED!
Plans are underway for a “take-out” lunch Sunday, October 4th to show appreciation to our congregation and its friends for supporting the 2019 Thrivent Pop Tab challenge which benefitted the Ronald McDonald House.  Order forms for the lunch will be available later in September.   Again, we thank Marie Flaugher who is spearheading this effort.  If you have questions concerning the “take-out” lunch or would like to volunteer to help, please contact Marie.

	Be sure to check out our church’s website www.saintspeterandpaul.net for current service bulletins, newsletters, an up-dated church calendar and more!  
 

CELEBRATING IN SEPTEMBER!
Birthdays
Christine Hamilton		9- 4
Michael A. Petro		9- 5
Max Jelinek			9- 7
Susan Daris			9- 9
Ruth Meszaros		9- 9
Gennifer Brandes		9-11
Dolores Fee			9-14
Austin Hamilton		9-20
Cathy Smith			9-20
Matt Berent			9-22
Briana Matijevic		9-23
Karen Psznick		9-24
Anniversaries:
Ernest & Ruth Meszaros		9-3
Shawn & Staci Taylor		9-28

*If birthdays or anniversaries have been omitted, please let the church office know. Thank You!


An update on Linda Parkany…
Pastor Deal recently had an email from Ken Parkany concerning Linda’s recovery from her bike accident.  Thankfully, Linda is much improved, even to the point of being able to get some physical exercise.  
	Although not completely recovered at this time, Linda continues to progress thanks to the healing hands of our Lord and everyone’s much-appreciated prayers.
	All thanks be to God!

Sincere sympathy is extended to the friends and families of Edna Krajci, who passed August 16th, and former member, Viola Morris, who passed August 9th.
	May all who mourn find comfort in the promises of our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
	Obituaries for Edna and Viola may be found later in the newsletter.
Bible Memory Verses from August:
For Adults:  
August 2nd:  For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.		
	2 Corinthians 5:21
August 9th:  He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.		
	Colossians 1:13-14
August 16th:  All who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.	
	2 Tim. 3:12
August 23rd:  Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.	
	Matt. 10:28
August 30th:  You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.			
	Matt. 16:18
For Children:  
August 2nd:  Walk as children of light, for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true.
	Eph. 5:8-9
August 9th:  Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise.
	Eph. 5:15
August 16th:  Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.
	Prov. 14:34
August 23rd:  God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.
	1 Pet. 5:5
August 30th:  A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not quench.
	Matt. 12:20

Thank You for Serving in September:
Assisting Elders:  Barry Nelson (Sept. 6 & 13); Bob Sulek (Sept. 20 & 27)
Altarware:  (Before service) Marie Flaugher & Diane Riefstahl; (After service) Marie Flaugher & Viola Sakony
Note:  Our greeting and ushering programs are temporarily suspended at this time. 
Sunday Bible Study:
Sunday morning’s Bible Study is back in session meeting approximately 10 minutes following the end of the morning’s Divine Service!   Class members are currently studying “The Augsburg Confession”.  
	A special “Comparative Religion” class will take place during Bible Study September 13th with a focus that day on the Presbyterian Church.  This class will last about 1 hour and 15 minutes and will examine its views of the Word, Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, social issues, and End Times.  All are welcome to join even if not participating in the regular Bible Study class. 
	Plans are to hold one such comparative class monthly.

ALTAR FLOWERS
An up-dated Altar Flower Donation list has been posted on the bulletin board in the narthex.  Until the time a new provider is found, those wishing to donate flowers are asked to do the following:  
1. Sign the sign-up sheet in the narthex at least one week in advance.
2. Leave a note for the church secretary as to the dedication to be listed in the weekly bulletin.
3. Purchase flowers from a vendor of your choice and deliver the flowers to the church by 9:30 Sunday morning ready to be displayed.
4. Remove the flowers from the altar following the church service.
	Artificial arrangements will adorn the altar on Sundays for which there is no donor.


Recently, we received notice that our church was the recipient of Thrivent Choice dollars.  We are grateful to the following individuals who directed their dollars to our church:
· Lisa M. Jelinek
· Max Jelinek
· David L. Williams



OUR THIRD QUARTER LOCAL MISSION:  
COMMUNITY FOOD WAREHOUSE OF MERCER COUNTY
September is the final month for our Third Quarter Local Mission:  The Community Food Warehouse of Mercer County (CFWMC).  The CFWMC is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and is a member of Feeding America, the nation's network of food banks. 
	Your support of this local mission would be a blessing to so many especially at this time.  Donations may be placed in a pew envelope and put in the offering plate.  Make sure to indicate your envelope number and that the donation is for our local mission.   

Sts. Peter & Paul’s Food Pantry is able to assist those in need of emergency food!
If you or someone you know is in need of emergency food during this time, please contact John Dyll (724-734-7016).  Our food pantry operates through the Community Food Warehouse of Mercer County and distributes food the second and fourth Thursdays of each month beginning at 9 am.
	If you would like to get involved with our Food Pantry and help either stock or distribute food, please contact John Dyll.  This is a monumental task which relies on the generosity of our members to operate and fund.  
	Please consider “lending a hand up” to those in need.

‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 	 Matthew 25:40  

 “Stock the Food Pantry Sunday” is September 13th!
Let us remember those in need!
Your financial contributions to this outreach mission will be greatly appreciated!
(At this time, we are unable to accept direct donations of food products.)


Community Day 2020 is right around the corner!
Please plan to join us Saturday, September 19th in the parking lot for Community Day 2020’s “Night at the Movies”.  Attendees may opt to either view the movie “Remember the Titans” from their cars or from the comfort of their own lawn chairs socially-distanced in the parking spots.
	Gathering time will begin around 7:15 pm that evening with the movie scheduled to begin at 7:45 pm.  
	So, make plans with your family and/or friends, bring some snacks and beverages to enjoy, and join us for our first “Night at the Movies”! 

 (
To 
listen
 to Pastor Deal’s sermons, phone 724-347-3620 and press Option 6.
  Current sermons will be available by Sunday evening.
)






August 
MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
In Loving Memory of Don’s father, John Voytik, and my mother, Jennie Hoyney:  Pat Voytik (Food Pantry).
In Loving Memory of Parents, Paul & Mildred Fabri:  Joani Rice.
In Honor of Sister & Brother-in-Law, Ernie & Ruth Meszaros’ 60th Wedding Anniversary and In Memory of Husband, Bob Rice:  Joani Rice (Major Repair) .
In Loving Memory of Parents, Michael & Anna Elavsky:  Anna Mae Daris.
In Loving Memory of Edna Krajci:  Anne Colt, Anna Mae Daris, Mark Gabriel, and Viola Sakony.
In Loving Memory of Vi Morris:  Anne Colt and Rev. & Mrs. Edward Kucera.


Altar Guild News:  Welcome to the new monthly newsletter article about our “realigned” Altar Guild!  Each month we hope to keep you informed on what we do and how our service contributes to the use of objects and places in God’s house.
	Any man or woman, age 18 or older and a member of our church, can serve on the Altar Guild or assist with committee projects.
	Our officers are now in place:  They are President, Diane Riefstahl; Vice President, Marie Flaugher; Secretary, Elizabeth Logan; and Treasurer, Evelyn Baisch.
	All members of the Altar Guild have unique talents which will contribute to the overall work of the guild as well as the work of our committees.  Current committees include 
· Altar Flower Committee
· Paraments, Vestments, and Altar Linens Care Committee
· Polishing Committee
· Sanctuary Committee 
	If you would like more information on the responsibilities of any of these committees, or wish to assist with any of these committees, please speak to Diane.
	In addition, as we learn more about our role in the Church, we hope to share our knowledge with you!  

“DID YOU KNOW…”
 … PARAMENTS are the cloths which cover the altar and which are changed out according to the “time” of the Church Year?

…VESTMENTS are the garments worn by the Pastors and others while performing liturgical duties?

…LINENS are the white cloths used within the chancel during services.  Traditionally pure linen was only cloth used, but it is now acceptable to use synthetic fibers.

Mark your calendar for Sunday, October 4th!
Tentatively, we will be recognizing Paula & Mark Ostheimer for their years of service to our Little People Preschool as well as others in this congregation who have served our church over the years during the Divine Service.  
The Trustees are looking for an additional board member at this time.  If you are interested in serving, or desire further information as to what all is involved, please phone head Trustee, Mike Flaugher at 724-301-8277.

Sts. Peter & Paul’s to Host General Pastors’ Conference Sept. 29th & 30th:  Our church will be the host of the 2020 General Pastors’ Conference at the end of September.  Details of the event will be forthcoming in the September service bulletins.  
	All are welcome to join the attendees for a special feast day Divine Service, Tuesday the 29th, celebrating St. Michael and All the Angels. The service will begin at 7 pm.


Contact Information:
Pastor Deal:  724-347-3620 (option 2) or  pastordeal@saintspeterandpaul.net 
Church Office:  church@saintspeterandpaul.net or 724-347-3620 (option 3)
Open Monday and Thursdays 8:30-4:30
Website:  www.saintspeterandpaul.net
Food Pantry:  John Dyll ~ 724-734-7016		
AA:  Steve ~ 724-813-2358
Congregation President:  Jonathan Baisch
Elder Chairman:  Barry Nelson


Our Stewardship of Treasures for the Lord:  In order to do the Lord’s work, we need $2,487.81* each week to meet our 2020 budget for general purposes and $39.62 for missions. 	

Saturday, July 18 & Sunday, July 19, 2020: 
	General Offering:  $2,370.00	
	SELC Missions:  $60.00		
	Other:  $260.50 
Saturday, July 25 & Sunday, July 26, 2020: 
	General Offering:  $1,285.00	
	SELC Missions:  $0.00		
	Other:  $50.00 
Saturday, August 1 & Sunday, August 2, 2020: 
	General Offering:  $1,625.00		
	SELC Missions:  $120.00			
	Scrip Orders:  $520.00 
Sunday, August 9, 2020: 
	General Offering:  $1,059.01	
	SELC Missions:  $25.00		
	Quarterly Mission:  $25.00
	Food Pantry:  $70.00
	Other:  $58.37 
Saturday, August 15, 2020:
	General Offering:  $162.00		
	SELC Missions:  $10.00		
Sunday, August 16, 2020: 
	General Offering:  $3,922.00	
	SELC Missions:  $160.00		
	Other:  $100.00		 
Saturday, August 22 & Sunday, August 23, 2020: 
	General Offering:  $1,515.00 	
	SELC Missions:  $0.00 	
	Other:  $450.00				
 (
Remember, you now have the option of 
on-line giving!
  Check out https://www.saintspeterandpaul.net/online-giving.
)




Obituary forViolet M. Morris
April 7, 1926 - August 9, 2020
Violet M. Morris of Waukesha, Wis., formerly of Hermitage, Pa., and Hudson, Fla., went into Jesus' loving arms peacefully, surrounded by family at her daughter's home in Wisconsin, from Alzheimer's disease, on Sunday, Aug. 9, 2020, at age 94 
	She was born in Youngstown, on April 7, 1926, the daughter of Stephen and Anna E. (née Baich) Antonovich. On Jan. 28, 1948, she married Robert D. Morris in Cumberland, Md.; he preceded her in death on Feb. 24, 2012. 
	She graduated from Youngstown State University in 1948 and was the first woman to earn a degree in Electrical Engineering from YSU. Violet was a longtime active member of Sts. Peter and Paul Lutheran Church in Sharon, where she served as the church treasurer for many years and was also involved with the Lutheran Layman's League. She was a member of Hope Lutheran Church in Florida, and, most recently, of Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church in Waukesha. 
	Violet served Meals on Wheels in the Shenango Valley and was a member of the Hickory Women's Club in Pennsylvania. 
	Violet kept an immaculate home, and always had an abundant garden from which she canned. She was an exceptional cook and made delicious baked goods including amazing baklava and her well known fruitcake. The family camped and went boating every year at Pymatuning Lake, and Violet was known to bake pies from the berries her daughter picked. 	Violet and Bob enjoyed being members of the Motor Boat club for many years. 
	She will be sadly and dearly missed by her children, Rev. Robert S. (Karalee) Morris of San Tan Valley, Ariz., and Susan A. Reed of Waukesha, Wis.; her grandchildren, Steven C. Morris, Rebekah J. (Michael) Milliken, Brandon D. Reed, Tyler D. Reed, Timothy R. Reed, Daniel W. Reed and USMC Cpl. Benjamin L. Reed; and great-grandchildren; Sebastian D. Reed, Jacob E. Morris, Stella M. Morris, Kaleigh A. Milliken and Andrew C. Milliken. She is further survived by other dear relatives and friends. 
Visitation will be on Sunday (8-16-20) from 1:30 p.m. until the funeral service at 2 p.m., all at Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, 1205 S. East Ave., Waukesha WI 53186. The Rev. Peter Schmidt will preside. Private burial will be at Southern Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Union Grove. 
Memorials in Violet's name are appreciated to Katy's Kloset, Unit D, 404 Wilmont Drive, Waukesha, WI 53189 or Lutheran Hour Minstries, 660 Mason Ridge Center Drive, St. Louis, MO 63141. For further information, please call the funeral home at 262-547-4035 or visit our website at www.randledable.com 
The Sharon Herald, Published on August 12, 2020 
Obituary for Edna F. Krajci
October 21, 1931 – August 16, 2020
Edna F Krajci, 88, formerly of Hubbard, entered into eternal rest peacefully Sunday, Aug. 16, 2020, at Continuing Healthcare at the Ridge. 
	Edna was born October 21,1931, in Youngstown to the late Forrest and Augusta (Glatz) Strange. She was raised by her mother Helen (Hobbs) Strange after Augusta's passing. 
	Edna graduated in the Class of 1951 from Clarington High School in Ohio. Shortly after finishing school she relocated to Sharon, where she met and married Paul Krajci on April 14, 1956. Paul passed away Dec. 25, 1989. 
	She was an employee of the former Sharon Store and Westinghouse Electric before becoming a homemaker. 
	Edna was a member of Sts. Peter and Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, Sharon, where she served in several roles including Altar Guild. 
	Nanny, as she was affectionately known, enjoyed spending time with her family, having lived with her daughter Helene Davis, son-in-law Keith, and grandchildren Emily, Amber and Aaron for many years. She also enjoyed many summers hosting her other grandson, Carmen Kustelega, who lived in Florida at that time. Family was her greatest joy. 
	Surviving are her daughter, Helene and her husband Keith Davis, of Hubbard; four grandchildren, Carmen (Emily Anderson) Kustelega, Louisville Ky, Emily, Amber, and Aaron Davis, all of Hubbard; two great-grandchildren Lydia and Logan Kustelega; sisters, Beverly Del Fratte, of Sharpsville, Melody Province, of Sharon, and Nancy Sabo, of Fairfield, Ohio; sisters-in-law, Mary Ann Krajci, Hermitage, and Ruth Fitgerald Pinehurst, N.C.; as well as many nieces and nephews. 
	In addition to her parents and husband, Edna was preceded in death by her daughter, Paula L Kashmer; infant granddaughter, Heather L Kustelega; brother, Richard Strange; and sister, Shirley Yobe. 
The family would like to express sincere gratitude to the entire staff of CHS at the Ridge and Buckeye Hospice for the care and compassion shown to Edna and her family. 

The Sharon Herald, Published on August 17, 2020 
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