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From the Pastor:
Calling God to His Promises
In Luke 11, we read, “One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.’” As a result of this request, Jesus taught the disciples the Lord’s Prayer (a prayer which incorporates everything a Christian could ever need). Even though the disciples were grown men, they were childlike in many ways. Why did Jesus need to teach them to pray? Because much like children need to be taught to speak, so too does every Christian need to be taught to speak the words and voice of faith. Imagine how sad your life would be if no one had ever taught you how to communicate with people! God wishes that our joy may be full in Him, so He has taught us to pray and invites us to ask Him as dear children ask their dear father.
Prayer is the voice of our faith. Remember that faith is fear, love, and trust in God above all things. So, think of all that the Christian does through the voice of prayer in keeping with the first and second commandments. We cry out to God to help us in all our needs. We lift up praises and thanksgiving for all the benefits God has given us. We petition God for all the support we need for this body and life. We ask that God forgive us for our sins. We ask for healing, support, comfort, and strength. We pray God would conform our hearts to be more like His own. We pray for God’s return and the joyful resurrection promise to come to us. I’m sure I could go on and on, but that’s enough to get you thinking! 
Just as a child needs to be taught how to speak, so also does every child of God need to be taught how to pray. But where are we to start? First, we look at the Lord’s Prayer. If you haven’t opened up your small catechism in a while, dust off the cover and open it as Luther explains each of the 7 petitions of the Lord’s prayer in a simple way. Next, we turn to Psalms. Jesus used the psalms in his earthly ministry, but most importantly at the greatest moment in human history, Jesus prayed the psalms from the cross. 
We all have room to grow in our knowledge of the Scriptures, which also means we have room to grow in prayer as well. Prayer calls God to His promises and it also reminds us of God’s faithfulness as we use His Word to conform our prayers. If God never taught us through the Bible how to pray, I imagine our prayers would be much like a young child’s words, “Give me this” or “I want that.” But with the word of God, the Holy Spirit transforms our prayers with words that voice our fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Jacob Deal
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll
[bookmark: _Hlk65076824]CAPITAL CAMPAIGN AT A GLANCE

Goal:  $200,000
Total Contributions
as of 09.19.21:  $36,968
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll
Homebound Member & Friend 
Please keep the following in your prayers:
Marion Roberts
906 Orchard Rd.
Mercer, PA  16137
724-946-2236

Due to a recent outbreak of Covid-19 where Marion had been staying, she has moved back to her family home with her daughter, Amy.  Please keep Marion in your prayers!
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll
REMINDER: Please let the church office know of any changes to your address, phone, cell phone or your e-mail address! 
SCRIP Program:  
The next date for SCRIP orders and payments is Sunday, October 3rd.  Checks should be made out to Sts. Peter & Paul’s and are to be given to Matt Berent or placed in the offering plate. You should receive your gift cards the following week.
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll
CELEBRATING IN OCTOBER!
Birthdays
Cheryl Fedele			10-4
Mildred Zachar			10-7
Kelsey Zurawsky			10-10
Nancy Robertson			10-13
Loretta Deal				10-18
Irene Kucera				10-19
Hailey Bale				10-31
Hunter Bale				10-31

Anniversaries:
Jonathan & Rebekah Baisch	10-15
Jeff & Rachel Myers		10-20

*If birthdays or anniversaries have been omitted, please let the church office know. Thank You!
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll
[image: ]  LIKE & FOLLOW our Church’s Facebook page (Saints Peter and Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church)!
Remember to like, comment, and share to help us reach as many people as possible.
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll
Pastor Deal continues to serve as Vacancy Pastor for All Saints Lutheran Church in Slippery Rock, PA until further notice.  As he must leave shortly following our worship service in order to travel safely to Slippery Rock, Pastor will be available one hour prior to our service for those wishing to speak with him. 
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

ATTENTION AUDITORS!  The October monthly audit of deposits and the Food Pantry account will take place following worship, Sunday, October 24th in the library.  
If unable to attend, please phone Bev Chlpka at 724-962-4806.
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll
Word of Hope: 1-888-217-8679
The only 24/7 CONFIDENTIAL Hotline that is distinctly Lutheran, bringing healing found in Christ, to those whose hearts have been broken by abortion.
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll
TRUSTEES’ UPDATE
	By Mike Flaugher, Chairman
As of the last newsletter, the fascia and gutters were to be finished.  The gutters are done.  The fascia is up, but needs a few adjustments over the windows on the east side of the church.  These are in the process of being corrected.
	Ruts from the contractor’s lift will be filled and seeded.
	The next meeting of the Trustees will be Tuesday, October 5th at 6 pm.  Please let me know if you are unable to be in attendance.
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll
[image: See the source image]A giant, heart-felt “Thank You” goes out to the workers at NLMK who, once again, graced our Food Pantry with a $1000 donation!  
	All NLMK employees have the option to participate in a monthly 50/50 raffle with local charities receiving donations based on participation.  To date, our Food Pantry has been the recipient of $7410!  May God continue to bless these workers for the good they are doing!
STS. PETER & PAUL’S
FOOD PANTRY UPDATE
Last Month for Complimentary Produce from the Community Food Warehouse October will be the final month for free, fall produce compliments of the Community Food Warehouse of Mercer County.  Your box of fresh produce will be available for pickup between 8:30 – 9:30 am  October 14th or following worship, Sunday, October 17th .  September produce included fresh beets and peppers.  Who knows what October will bring!
	Even if you didn’t sign up ahead of time, we tend to have extra produce.  Come downstairs and check it out!
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll
Thank You for Serving in October:
Head Elder: Bob Sulek
Assisting Elder: Barry Nelson
Ushers:  To be determined.
Altarware: (Before service) Marie Flaugher & Diane Riefstahl; (After service) Evelyn Baisch & Joani Rice
Finance Committee: Catherine Carr & Nancy Robertson
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll
If you do not have an email account or do not receive emails from the church but wish to be notified of significant information concerning your fellow church members (such as births or deaths), please put a note in the Secretary’s mail slot asking to receive a phone call.  Every attempt will be made to phone you within 24 hours of an email being sent out.  
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll
To listen to Pastor Deal’s sermons, phone 724-347-3620 and press Option 6.



[image: See the source image]Join us for COFFEE & DONUTS FELLOWSHIP Sunday, October 10th in the Fellowship Hall following worship.  This month’s fellowship is being sponsored by Mike & Marie Flaugher.
  If interested in sponsoring the November fellowship,  please sign the sheet posted on the bulletin board in the narthex.  (The Altar Guild will be sponsoring a “special” December fellowship!)  Sponsors need to bring 2-3 dozen donuts/muffins (or other treats!) and 1 qt. orange juice on the day they are scheduled and place them in the Fellowship Hall prior to the worship service.  Set up and clean-up will be done for you.  Freewill donations will help cover the cost of coffee, tea, creamers, sugar, and miscellaneous supplies. 
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
October Feast Days
Please join us to celebrate the following Feast Days this October!6 pm Monday, October 18th:
Festival of St. Luke, Evangelist

6 pm Thursday, October 28th
Festival of St. Simon and St. Jude, Apostles


llllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
2022 PALM Grant 
Recently, we were notified that our grant application for $500 has been approved by PALM (Pittsburgh Area Lutheran Ministries).  This grant will be used next summer for Community Day activities and expenses.  We are greatly appreciative of this financial 
support.
[image: ]Remember the
following in Prayer…
~The Hurting and Healing:  The friends and family of Rev. Otto Brillinger, father of Catherine Carr and grandfather of Alex (Sasha) Carr and Ana Deal, who passed away September 13th; also Ellen BaronCA, Lois BortnerCA, Richard Brandes, Jean Brillinger, John Burdette, Kim, Susan Davies, Tim Dudash, Joseph Fleet, Eddy Furey, Judith Furey, Marie Haenftling, Neale & Melissa Huston, Michelle KellyCA, Donna Kennedy, Jess Lavoie, Paul LucasCA, Sandy Marshall, Ernie Meszaros, David Nelson, Juanita Rentschler, Richard ReuningCA, Marty Scott, and Angela WeserCA.

~The Homebound:  Marion Roberts, Betty Wolf, and Millie Zachar.

~Serving in the Military:   Curtis Sinewe and Joshua Solyan.

~Community & World Needs:  Those suffering from or affected by the coronavirus; those suffering from loss and dislocation because weather disasters; those suffering from addiction and their families; Local, State, and National Government Leaders; safety for all Police Officers, Firefighters, & First Responders; the unemployed; our Fourth Quarter Local Mission:  Keystone Blind Association of Hermitage, PA.
*CA represents cancer
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
.REMINDER:  If you would like someone’s name to be added to or deleted from our prayer list, please put a written note in the secretary’s mail slot by the office door.  
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll
[image: See the source image][image: See the source image][image: See the source image][image: See the source image]
FROM YOUR ALTAR GUILD:
“HERE’S TO ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEAR FOR THE ALTAR GUILD!”	
-Marie Flaugher
Your newly-revitalized Altar Guild is starting its second year with new ideas and events in the planning! 
As an organization, we all agree that the management and care of God's gifts is of utmost importance and we all take pride in their upkeep.  We also agree that the care of this congregation is important.  As a result,  so we are hoping to introduce social gatherings as were done in the past.  You will soon be able to give us your input as to what activities you would attend and the best time to hold them.
The Altar Guild has been blessed with donations, but will be conducting a fall pie sale to supplement the work we want to continue.  This was a popular fundraiser for our pre-school in the past and we hope you will support it again!  See the article later in the newsletter for details!
Finally, Advent is just around the corner-only 3 months until Christmas!  Let's all prepare together for the celebration of Jesus' birth!
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
Other Altar Guild News
At the September Altar Guild meeting, officers for the next year were elected.  They will be President, Diane Riefstahl; Vice President, Marie Flaugher; Secretary, Elizabeth Loughan; and Treasurer, Evelyn Baisch.  Thank you, ladies, for agreeing to serve!
	The recently-purchased book for recording Memorial contributions to the church was shown to the members and plans for its use were discussed.
	Members had an opportunity to discuss activities which the Altar Guild are involved in and to sign up to assist where able.  
	Elizabeth Loughan announced that polishing in preparation for the Advent season will take place Thursday, October 14th at 11 am.  All who are able to participate are encouraged to attend.
	The Altar Guild also decided to sponsor the December Coffee & Donuts Fellowship and to put a “Christmas twist” on things. There was also additional discussion concerning other possible, future “social” activities involving not only our group, but a larger circle of individuals as well.
	We were excited to welcome two new members to the Altar Guild:   Nancy Robertson and Traudi Sulek.  It is hoped that others will join us as well in the future as we work together to serve His church and this congregation.
	The next Altar Guild meeting will take place Saturday, October 16th at 1 am.
llllllllllllllllllllllllllllAttention ALL ladies in the congregation!  Save Saturday, December 4th for a Christmas luncheon sponsored by the Altar Guild.  
	Details will be forthcoming in the November issue of “The Rock and the Sword” newsletter.
[image: See the source image][image: See the source image][image: See the source image][image: See the source image]

llllllllllllllllllllllllllll
[image: See the source image]Ahh… The aroma of a freshly-baked pie…
The Altar Guild will be taking orders and payments for frozen pies to be purchased from Jane’s Specialties.  This is the same company our preschool used in the past for sales of frozen strombolis and pies.
	Available will be a variety of 10” fruit pies (apple, caramel apple walnut, very berry, black berry, cherry, peach, peach praline, pumpkin, red raspberry, and pecan) as well as 9” sugar-free pies (apple and cherry) all selling for $12/each along with pumpkin rolls and coffee/crumb cakes selling for $10/each.
	Prepaid orders are due to Diane Riefstahl by Sunday, October 17th.  An order form is attached to this newsletter with additional forms available on the table in the narthex.  All checks should be made out to Sts. Peter & Paul’s.
	Items ordered will be available for pickup Friday, November 12th (time to be determined) or following worship November 14th.  
[image: See the source image][image: See the source image][image: See the source image][image: See the source image]	The Altar Guild is very appreciative of your support of this effort.  Please ask friends, family, and neighbors to participate as well!  
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll
A note from Pastor Deal: Please let me know if you or a loved one are in the hospital or have a special need.  Also, please ask the hospital or family members to phone me or the church office as I wish to visit those who may be hurting.
[image: ]
Sts. Peter & Paul’s will be sponsoring a “Trunk or Treat” celebration for neighborhood children Saturday, October 30th.
	Weather-permitting, participants from the congregation and neighborhood will gather in our church parking lot to decorate cars/trunks at 4 pm in preparation for trunk-or-treaters.  Activities for the children, including games, will begin at 5 pm followed by the showing of an outdoor movie.  
	In case of inclement weather, all activities will be moved into the Fellowship Hall.
	The key to making this activity a success is your participation!  For more details as to how you can take part, speak with Pastor Deal, Marie Flaugher, or Diane Riefstahl.  
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll
Submissions for the November issue of “The Rock and the Sword” newsletter are due to the secretary’s office Monday, October 25th at noon.  This includes meeting dates and times for the church calendar.
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll
Please help us RECYCLE!  A bin has been placed next to the parking lot doors for used bulletins.  Please help us keep our sanctuary neat by either taking home your service bulletins or disposing of them here.
Additionally, there is a basket by the secretary’s office for donations of already-read Christian materials.  They will be sorted and donated to ICLD periodically.
BIBLE MEMORY VERSES FROM SEPTEMBER
For Adults
Sept. 5:  Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you,	1 Peter 5:6

Sept. 12:  For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake.	 
 				Philippians 1:29

Sept. 19:  In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.			John 16:33

Sept. 26:  Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.		Colossians 3:12-13

For Children 
Sept. 5:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.	 	
Psalm 103:2

Sept. 12:  Cast all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.
1 Peter 5:7

Sept. 19:  Our Savior Christ Jesus…abolished death and brought life and immortality to light.				2 Timothy 1:10

Sept. 26:  He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?							Micah 6:8

[image: See the source image]Our sincerest sympathy is expressed to the family and friends of Rev. Otto Brillinger, father of Catherine Carr and grandfather of Alex (Sasha) Carr and Ana Deal, who passed into his heavenly reward Monday, September 13th.  
Many of you may remember Pastor Brillinger from his visits to our church.  His warm smile and twinkling eyes made all feel as if they had known him all their lives.  His love and pride in his family was evident to all.
	Please keep all who mourn his passing in your prayers during this challenging time.
	The following is taken from the obituary for Pastor Brillinger.

Rev. Otto Brillinger
Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel. God worked through His servant, Reverend Otto Arnold Brillinger. Otto was given life by his creator and was born on April 3, 1931,  the child of Alexander and Helene Brillinger. On April 11, 1931, Otto received the gift of Holy Baptism and became a child of God. On September 21, 1945 he publicly confessed his faith and was confirmed. On August 6, 1960 He received the gift of a beloved companion in his spouse, Mildred Loretta Evenson. They were blessed with children, Catherine and Daniel, as well as a young baby and a daughter Carol Ann who both died before birth. Mildred went to her heavenly home in December of 2013. On September 5, 2015 he received the gift of another beloved companion in his spouse, Jean Ann Franz. 
Otto served his country in the United States Air Force from 1953 to 1957. He served in France and also in the United States.  He was awarded the National Defense Service Medal and the Good Conduct Medal. During his time in the Air Force he became a U.S. Citizen, and he also felt God’s Call to become a Pastor. 
God blessed Otto’s life with many special people as he served God as a pastor and missionary. Otto attended Concordia Theological Seminary in Springfield, Illinois from 1958-1964 when he graduated. He was then ordained at his home congregation, Concordia Lutheran Church of Cincinnati, Ohio in July of 1964. He served the following Lutheran congregations in Canada:  St. Matthew of Calgary, Alberta, St. Peter of New Hamburg, Ontario and St. Paul of Tavistock, Ontario, and First Lutheran of Kingsville, Ontario. He served the following Lutheran congregations in Decatur, Indiana: Zion-Friedheim and Immanuel-Union Township. He served the following Lutheran churches in Texas: St. Matthew Westfield, St. John Lincoln, and Immanuel of Copperas Cove. He also served Peace Lutheran of Chicago and Bethlehem of Glen Arbor, Michigan, and St. Paul of Good Harbor, Michigan.  After his retirement in 1993 he was a faithful member of congregations in Texas and Indiana.  He also began his work overseas.  He worked with congregations in Nigeria, Lithuania, Kazakhstan, and Spain.  He traveled as long as he was able, but he still had regular contact with several congregations and pastors around the world. 
He leaves to mourn his wife, Jean, of Decatur, Indiana, his brother, Erwin Brillinger of Milford, Ohio, his daughter Catherine Carr of Pennsylvania and his son, Daniel (Anita) Brillinger of Noblesville, Indiana. His grandchildren and great grandchildren will miss him dearly. He leaves to mourn grandson Eric (Nora) Carr and great-grandchildren Ronan and Edven of Davenport, Iowa, granddaughter Ana (Jacob) Deal and great-grandchildren Isaiah, Titus, and Loretta of Sharon, Pennsylvania, grandson Michael (Allie) Carr and great-grandson Levi, granddaughter Cecelia Brillinger of Bryan/College Station, Texas, grandson Sasha Carr of Pennsylvania, and granddaughters Clarissa and Serena Brillinger of Noblesville, Indiana. 
On September 13, 2021, God called Otto home to heaven at age 90.  He was preceded in death by his parents, his wife Mildred, two children: a very young baby, who died before growing to full term and a daughter, Carol Ann, who died right before birth on December 23, 1963, and his son-in-law, Rev. Timothy J. Carr. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints. 
In lieu of other expressions of sympathy, memorials are appreciated to Concordia Theological Seminary Brillinger Endowment Fund. 6600 N Clinton St. Fort Wayne, IN 46825 (be sure to designate Brillinger Endowment Fund).  Memorials can be obtained through Zwick & Jahn Funeral Home in Decatur. Arrangements by Zwick & Jahn Funeral Home, in Decatur, Indiana. Assisting Funeral Director - Ray Ackerman of Schultz Funeral Home, DeWitt, Iowa. 
[image: Memorial Book - Sun...]Memorial Book  The Altar Guild has purchased a Memorial (Remembrance) Book to keep track of items which have been donated to our church “in memory of” or “in honor of” a loved one.  Many of these items had been previously noted on the memorial boards which flank the nave doors in the narthex.  Plans are to include these items in the book as well.  This book will not replace the memorial boards and they will remain in their present locations.
	We would like to make this book as complete as possible in order to make it a true reflection of the history of this church and congregation.  If you (or your family) have made such contributions, you are asked to do the following.
· Pick up a printed copy of the memorials which are noted on the boards.  These copies are located on the table in the narthex.  Check listings for accuracy (spelling, etc.).  If you should find an error, circle and correct the error on the printed copy and return that page to the secretary’s mail slot.  Important:  Please indicate your name on the page so if there are questions, we know whom to contact.
· If you should find that an item is not noted, please fill out a listing sheet  and return it to the secretary’s mail slot.  Forms may be found on the table in the narthex with the printed copies of the memorials for which we have records.
· Note:  This book will only list items donated to the church, not financial donations in “memory” or “honor” of someone.
      Corrections/additions to the memorial listing are due by Sunday, October 10th.  Please help us make this Memorial Book as accurate as possible.  If you have any questions about this project, please speak with Diane Riefstahl.
Members of the FINANCE COMMITTEE are reminded of their meeting next Sunday following worship.  The purpose of this meeting will primarily be to discuss the 2022 Annual Budget.  If unable to attend, please notify Jesse Riffle at Jesse.Riffle1@gmail.com or phone 330-718-3527.
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll
[bookmark: _Hlk83284244][bookmark: _Hlk83284330]Prayers Requested
On Sunday, Sept. 19, the congregation of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Beecher, Ill., lost their church building to a fire. The historic church, built in 1865, was a total loss despite the efforts of multiple responders. Please pray for our brothers and sisters at St. Paul’s and for their pastor, the Rev. Michael Stein, as they mourn this loss and determine a path forward.  
To read more about this devastating loss, check out: https://www.daily-journal.com/news/local/beecher-lutheran-church-severely-damaged-by-fire/article.
llllllllllllllllllllllllllll
[image: Keystone Blind Association]FOURTH
QUARTER
LOCAL
MISSION
As decided at the last Voters’ Assembly, our Fourth Quarter Local Mission will be the Keystone Blind Association (KBA) of Hermitage, PA.  The mission of this organization is to empower, educate, and employ individuals with vision loss or other disabilities.   
	All donations received remain local supporting Keystone programs for local blind and visually impaired individuals.
	For further information about KBA, check out https://keystoneblind.org .
The following article was recently mailed to us from Loretta Weisenborn, sister of the recently-departed Martin Weisenborn.  We are unsure as to where the article, written by our former pastor, J. G. Majoros, was published, but wanted to share it with you.  It not only recreates a memorable time in our congregation’s history, but is a testament to the unselfish sacrifices made in order to keep this church going.

TORNADO STRIKES SHARON
By J.G. Majoros

[image: ]

Note:  At 3:30 P.M. on June 7, 1947, the first tornado in the history of Sharon, Pa., cut a several-mile-long, four-block-wide swath through the city.  Directly in the center of the tornado’s path lay the church and parsonage of SS. Peter and Paul Ev. Lutheran Church.  In the parsonage at the time of the storm were Rev. and Mrs. J. G. Majoros and James Smerek, brother of Mrs. Majoros, of Lakewood, Ohio.  It is impossible to give a comprehensive, detailed, and consecutive account of all that happened.  In the impressions given below, very little space is given to the damage done the rest of Sharon, to the two fatalities of the storm.  Damage to the parsonage amounts to several thousand dollars, while the church building, valued at about $12,000, will have to be razed and a new church built.
God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps in the sea
And rides upon the storm.
Cowper, 1774
	Saturday, June 7, 1947, started out to be an ordinary day.  Although not completely so.  SS. Peter and Paul Ev. Lutheran Church, Sharon, Pa., was to celebrate its 30th anniversary the next day.  Therefore the members were actively preparing for the jubilee services and the fellowship banquet which were to be held on June 8.  We wanted to praise the gracious Lord for the innumerable blessings received from His hand by our congregation since the day of its organization on June 3, 1917.
	Yes, it began as any other busy Saturday.  But yet there was something different about it.  The difference was not worth noting at the time, but to think of it now, June 7, 1947, was a day punctuated by bright flashes of sunshine and soaking bursts of rain, which fell in oversize drops.  June 7 was a muggy, soggy, thoroughly humid day which started perspiration dripping from every pore at the least thought of activity.
	We thought very little of such peculiarities until about five or ten minutes before the tornado itself.  About 3:20 P.M. we were standing at a second-story window, looking west over Shenango Valley toward the rim of the opposite hill, which was Ohio.  In the sky we saw the most peculiar cloud formations and cloud movements we had ever beheld.  We shall never forget them!  Light gray they were, mixed with deep black and dark green, these harbingers of the wrath to come, assumed formations we had never seen before.  Sweeping before the wind, they poured over the crest of the hill, flying and separating into downward-hanging streamers, churning and boiling over one another without any thought of direction, as if in a frantic hurry to run before something dreadful, their only thought to escape.  The rain was there also, driving in from the southwest.  But how peculiar!  The clouds came tumbling in from a slightly northwest direction, while the wind came in from the southwest.  Two birds trying to fly westward were tossed from one air current to another.
	All the windows in our house were closed by this time, and a strong wind was beginning to blow, bowing the trees to the ground.  Everything reflected a dark-green, unnatural hue.  A caller at the parsonage was advised to come in immediately for shelter or go without delay the short distance to her home in the car which was waiting for her at the curb.
[image: ]	There was no question about it when the first tornado in the history of Sharon struck.  An unearthly shrieking and howling wind swept rain, dust, dirt, stones, trees, and houses before it.  Jim managed to fine (sic) shelter in the basement before the window panes shattered.  My wife shut off the gas of the oven, in which a cake for the anniversary banquet was baking, and pulled the plug to disconnect the electric roaster, which held a ham.  And we barely managed to fall flat on our faces behind an inner wall in the dining room of the parsonage, when the shriek of the wind became a roar.  The darkness seemed to herald Judgment Day.  We had to shout at the top of our voices to answer questions screamed.  Then we heard the cracking of glass, the splintering of wood, and we saw the blue-white glare of the short-circuited electric wires momentarily revealing everything.  There was no sensation, not even of fear, in our consciousness.  There was only the realization that we were repeating and humming the anthem which had been on our lips for several weeks:  “But the Lord is Mindful of His Own,” of saying, “Our times are in His hands” and “All things work together for good to them that love God.”
	The stillness which followed frightened us more than the howling, roaring wind.  Staggering to our feet, we cried frantically to Jim in the basement to learn whether he was all right.  We were relieved to hear his reassuring answer.  Then we looked around us.
	A scene of utter confusion, wreckage, and dirt greeted our eyes.  Glass, splintered and broken, lay over every floor; mud was spattered on every wall and driven deep.  Leaves, grass, twigs, branches, stones, dirt, plaster, had found their way into every corner and crevice of the house, hurled there by the cyclonic force of the wind, and were under every carpet and linoleum in the parsonage.  Lamps lay broken on the floor; curtains were missing from windows or else flapping dismally through broken window panes; rubbish, tin cans, sand, stones, and other foreign objects crunched under our every step.  There was such a feeling of futility as my wife wearily took up a broom to sweep, not knowing exactly where she should start to clean up again after just having completed a full week of house cleaning in preparation for the anniversary celebration and expected visitors.  However, through it all there was the constant refrain:  “Thank God that nothing happened to us!”

Then, and only then, did we go out to see what had occurred.  The blood ran cold in our veins; our bones seemed to melt.  The steeple of our church was gone, having been lifted up and hurled some fifty feet from the church itself.  Half of the church roof and its shingles were demolished, the foundation was cracked, and yet—the two persons who had been in the church building at the time were unharmed.  Then we looked at the parsonage exterior—only three or four window panes unbroken throughout the entire house; window frames were torn out; slate, beams of wood, parts of homes were sticking from outside walls, driven there on the swirling wind; a gaping hole yawning in the attic, where the neighbor’s roof had torn the house open to the west; the full top part of a tree, borne from 500 yards away, was sticking through the windows of our rear rooms; the yard was completely covered by slate, roofs, wood, walls of garages, a chicken-coop floor, tools of every description, including a vise; our fence was completely smashed and torn up.
	We looked father, past the torn and hanging electric wires, and saw the houses tilted one against another, torn from their foundations, trees uprooted and broken, homes demolished.
	The experience of the storm itself, the dazed days that followed, cannot be completely described.  With sinking heart we learned of a member’s home completely destroyed, only bare walls left standing; but thank (sic) to God, no one was hurt there!  We heard of others treated for cuts at the hospital, but no one seriously hurt.  How merciful is our God!  We looked at our neighbors’ homes.  They were badly damaged, especially the home of one of our members.  We looked aghast at his yard, filled with everything imaginable.  Sorrowfully we returned into the parsonage, where we learned that there was no gas, no electricity, no telephone service; our walls were buckled, separated several inches from the floor studdings, making it dangerous to be on the second floor; the plaster was broken, lathing splintered, the sunlight shone through the walls.  To all this was added the terrible realization that our windstorm insurance coverage was not to come into effect on the parsonage and church until July and next January, respectively.
	Seemingly within a few minutes after the destruction our guest preacher for the jubilee service, Rev. Joseph Valo of Johnstown, Pa., came into our neighborhood.  His mind refused to accept what he saw.  Questions were asked:  “Will we hold the jubilee services?” “Where?”  And then the pastor of the neighboring United Lutheran Church came upon the scene.  He extended his heartfelt sorrow and offered the facilities of his church for services the next day and as long as we wanted to make use of the church.  There we met at 12:15 the next afternoon.  Pastor Valo brought tears to our eyes and courage into our hearts as he reminded us that the Lord would not leave us nor forsake us.  The balm of Gilead filled our souls; we were grateful that we were spared loss of life and greater damage.
	Plans were then immediately made for the future.  And with the Lord’s help we resolved to build a church in a newer section of the city.  Although the congregation’s financial condition is not favorable for building a new church now, yet we must do so.  We had thought to build in a few years, but “man proposes, and God disposes.”  He tells us:  “My thought are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways.”  Still we cannot delay.  Our church building is closed by the State Inspector, and we must build new.  For a time we may gather for divine services and meetings in the church basement, but the cracks in the foundation are widening.  We know that God will not leave us, nor forsake us.  We know that He is testing us; we are sure that He will help us; we believe that God’s mercy in Jesus Christ will not forsake us.  With the Psalmist we can declare in firm faith:  “I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills from whence cometh my help.  My help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth…The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil; He shall preserve thy soul.  The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth and even forevermore.” 
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