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“THE ROCK and THE SWORD”  
“Built upon the Rock of Christ and wielding the 
Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God.”
)From the Pastor…
The Efficacy of God’s Word 
“Efficacy”, perhaps isn’t a word we hear or use that often, but it means the ability to produce a desired or intended result. For example, we might ask, “Does the Word of God actually have the power to sustain faith at home during this time?” The quick answer is, “Yes,” but, if you want to know why, keep reading. I chose to write this short article on the efficacy of God’s Word because, at this moment in time, Christians all around the world are by choice, compulsion, or advisement refraining from gathering together around that Word. If they aren’t gathering around the Word, this also means many have been made to forgo the Sacrament of the Altar due to the varying circumstances surrounding the virus. I cannot put into words how much this has upset people; especially the many people who receive the Sacrament weekly, or maybe more than once a week. To many people’s shock, they have gone from receiving the sacrament regularly to abruptly stopping. It is not that way in every place, but almost overnight all that was, changed. Congregations have suspended services, closed their doors altogether, and, where they could hold service (fewer than 10 people), few gathered in attendance. 
	My brothers in the Ministry of our Lord share in fervent prayer that God brings an end to this pandemic. We wholly desire to join together as we did in the House of the Lord, at the altar of our God, in Word and Sacrament. Pastors do not like this time any more than you do. This is a time of suffering. Under the cross of suffering, God meets us to bring 


us into humility and repentance, so that we further trust in Him and seek His forgiveness. We are learning not to take for granted the precious time we have together to hear His Word preached and the call to receive the body and blood of the Lord for the forgiveness of our sins (1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11: 23-26). At the same time, He is also teaching us how He has worked to prepare us for times of pestilence, as He has always prepared His Church on earth for times of suffering. He has not left us empty-handed, nor forsaken us; rather, He has placed in our hands His Holy Word to enlighten our hearts to the truth, bless us with the Light of life, and to sustain us in the faith. 
	The Bible is unlike any other book you have on your shelf or next to your bed. Martin Luther, when writing about our approach to Holy Scripture, said, “You must deal with Scripture in such a way that you think just as God himself has spoken.” This means that each and every time you open your Bible; you are encountering the Words which God has inspired, spoken, and preserved for His whole church on earth for all time. He binds His Church to these words since everything which is necessary for your salvation is written in ink. All this is to say with Luther, “Holy Scripture did not grow upon the Earth,” it is breathed out by God (2 Timothy 3:16). It’s sometimes hard to believe, or even comprehend, that God has spoken to us in such plain words and that these plain words have the creative power to work in us, who by nature are spiritually dead (Ephesians 2). These words of God work saving faith, sanctification, regeneration, and forgiveness. These words of God do not merely teach you the path to salvation, but they actually convert, regenerate, and renew the heart. As the Apostle Peter writes, “you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God…” (1 Peter 1:23). 
	The Bible is not simply a collection of human writings, but it is in a class all of its own, as God’s Holy Book. What is contained in those pages is the power of God unto Salvation to all who believe (Romans 1:16). Jesus said in the Garden of Gethsemane in His high priestly prayer, “Sanctify them in the truth, Your word is truth.” and “I do not ask for these only [the disciples], but also for those who will believe in me through their word…” (John 17: 17, 20). We are those who have followed the Word of God spoken to us through the Holy Prophets, Apostles, and Evangelists. Now, hidden under suffering, Christians all around the world are growing in their appreciation of the Word. God is producing the good fruits which come from being rooted in this Word. “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it (Isaiah 55:10-11). When the Word goes forth from God and it is heard, contemplative, and used it will not return to Him void, but it will accomplish what He proposes. If you remain in God’s Word during this time at home, the Holy Spirit will awaken in you new understanding, love, devoutness, pure thoughts, a pure heart, and a desire to return to the assembly of believers gathered around the Lord at His altar.  
	Sadly, some will refuse God’s Word in this time; after all, God has not made it irresistible. Brothers and sisters in Christ can be led astray by evil desires, so that they once again embrace their old Adam, which resists God’s word plain and simple. Thank God, that others will be converted, and join with the company of believers who daily drown the Old Adam by God’s Word, so that the new man arises (remember we live in our Baptism). We cannot afford to make light of the situation that we find ourselves in today. Those who treat this time as an opportunity to escape that ritualistic “every Sunday Church” without consequence will inevitably grow cold and the hardness of their hearts will increase. Truly, there is a consequence to removing God’s Word from our lives which goes unseen by our mortal eyes until it is too late. The spiritual death which we escape by grace, through faith in Christ, is once again the portion of the one who chooses to leave the care of God’s Word. This is all because the Holy Spirit works through means of the Word to create and sustain faith. There is no promise that He works without the instrument of His Word, but He has attached Himself to the proclamation of the Word for our assurances. Unless we believe fully that God, the Holy Spirit, is inseparably united to the Word of God, we will not hold fast to this precious treasure at our fingertips as the only source and standard of faith. 
	“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.” Those are Jesus’ words from John 6:63. Our flesh would quickly let the Word slip through our fingers, but Jesus has sent the Holy Spirit into our hearts to draw us to the Word. Grace, life, forgiveness, and salvation come to us through the working of the Spirit in the Word. Truth is, it doesn’t always feel like the Holy Spirit is working through this Word; but we must not judge His working by our feelings, nor judge the power of the Word to convert even the most ardent of opponents. Rather, we must trust that He is at work whenever God’s Word is presented and heard. This we do as we have this promise of God that the Word, preached and heard, is an act and office of the Holy Spirit by which He is certainly working in our hearts. 
	As a pastor in the Office of the Public Ministry, I am thankful for this office and Work of the Spirit. No servant of Christ, who is called and ordained, should claim that he is sufficient of himself to convert hearts unto God. No, as Saint Paul wrote, “Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life” (2 Corinthians 3:5-6). During this pandemic, pastors are praying all the more that the Holy Spirit continues His divine work through the Word to sustain the faith of their congregations and the Church at large. They pray confidently, as you should, knowing that it is the pleasure of God to keep His children believing. As Jesus said, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).
	That brings me to the end, where I am blessed to profess that this work of the Holy Spirit through the blessed Word relieves us from the fear of death and gives us the power to triumph over this great and final foe. Through the great power of the Gospel, the good news of Jesus’ blessed death for us who are subject to death, and by His glorious resurrection from the dead, we are gifted with hope in this world. For Christ has drawn us into His Kingdom of Grace now and promises us a blessed end and an eternal place in His Kingdom of Glory. In this time of fear, rest yourself in the hands of the Spirit by taking up the Word in your own home. Keep your eyes forward to the time when you will again join with all the company of believers, whether here or in heaven, it does not matter. Remember always this blessed memory of how the Lord sustained you all these days amidst suffering by His Word and Spirit, so that you may tell of His wondrous Works to the next generation.

God’s blessings,


Pastor Jacob Deal


Recently, we received notice that our church was the recipient of Thrivent Choice dollars.  We are grateful to the following individuals who directed their dollars to our church:
· Gerald S. Arthur
· Lisa M. Jelinek
· Betty A. Wolf
· Hugh D. Owen


Sts. Peter & Paul’s Food Pantry is able to assist those in need of emergency food!
If you or someone you know is in need of emergency food during this time, please contact John Dyll (724-734-7016).  Anyone who is currently out of work due to COVID-19 and currently has NO income is eligible for SFPP (State Food Purchase Program) and TEFAP (The Emergency Food Assistance Program). 
	Similarly, anyone who has lost hours, etc. because of COVID-19 and has a reduced income may be eligible for SFPP and TEFAP.
	We anticipate an increase in demand on our local food pantry as the days go by.  Please consider making a financial donation to this important function of our church.  Please note that we are unable to accept food donations at this time.  Also, families will only be able to receive food once a month for the time being.  If you are able to assist with either the packing or distribution of food items, please let the church office know. 

‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 	 Matthew 25:40   

Word of Hope:  1-888-217-8679
The only 24/7 CONFIDENTIAL Hotline that is distinctly Lutheran, bringing healing found in Christ, to those whose hearts have been broken by abortion.

REMINDER:  Please let the church office know of any changes to your address, phone, cell phone or your e-mail address! 

 (
To listen to Pastor Deal’s sermons, phone 724-347-3620 and 
press
 Option 6.
)


Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
	I pray for you and our church during these tumultuous and trying times as we deal with a pandemic. First, I am writing to inform you that Jeff Brandes resigned as President on March 15th. I want to thank him for his dedication, work, and sacrifices while leading the congregation in his successive roles as Vice President and President. I will be fulfilling his duties for the remainder of the year as outlined in our constitution and bylaws. If there was something you had brought to his attention that hasn’t been addressed yet, reach out to me – it is possible that some things will get overlooked during this transition period (724-816-6866 or jonathanbaisch@gmail.com). Please keep the leadership of this church in prayer as we guide it through this ever-changing situation.
	Second, hopefully you have been contacted by your Elder regarding changes in church services and that all other meetings and activities are cancelled until further notice. Pastor and the Elders are working to provide as much pastoral care and worship opportunities as they can while obeying civil authority and providing the best protection for the weakest among us. As such, Saints Peter and Paul is providing multiple abbreviated Divine Services to keep available the gifts of the Word and Sacraments during a time when many of us might need them more than ever. Pastoral care is also available on request at the church and at home. Please call the church phone (724-347-3620 – Option 1) or visit the church website (www.saintspeterandpaul.net) for updates on Services we are offering. Please contact Pastor Deal, your elder, or me if there is any way we can help during this time. We can assist those who are quarantined because of their health get vital supplies (food, medicine, etc), provide Hymnals and devotional resources, etc.
	As a housekeeping item - The church is asking members to mail in offerings if they won’t be visiting the church in person for pastoral care – now more than ever our ministry is needed for all of you and those in our community we help.
	Last, I wanted to share a comfort I have during these trying times. If you have a hymnal at home, I recommend you look at the hymns of Paul Gerhart as devotional materials and sources of comfort. Our Bible study spent a few months of 2019 studying Gerhart’s hymns (LSB 334, 438, 467, 683, 724, 756, and 880) including “If God Himself Be for Me” (LSB 724 – one of my favorites). I have included the first stanza below. Gerhart went through many hardships including the loss his wife and children, a plague, and war with the same gifts of God we have to comfort him. 
If God Himself be for me,
I may a host defy;
For when I pray, before me
My foes, confounded, fly.
If Christ, the head and master,
Befriend me from above,
What foe or what disaster
Can drive me from His love?

In the name of the Holy Trinity, 
Jonathan Baisch

CELEBRATING IN APRIL!
Birthdays:
Dillon Hamilton		4-   2
Patricia Parker		4-   3
Bill Nelson		4-   7
Jason Parkany		4-  10
Kim Revale		4-  13
Lillian Thurber		4-  21
Henrietta Holcroft	4-  24

*If birthdays or anniversaries have been omitted, please let the church office know. Thank You!


Scrip/Gift Card Program
Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, no orders are currently being taken for the Scrip/Gift Card Program.  The program will resume once our lives get back to normal.

Thank You for your patience…
Due to the current circumstances, many aspects of our church life are on hold.  Please remember that Pastor Deal (724-347-3620, option 2) is available to you if you are in need of spiritual care, confession/absolution, and/or Holy Communion.  Worship with Pastor Deal will be by appointment only.
· All other worship and non-worship activities are postponed until otherwise notified.
· If you ordered Easter flowering plants, please be patient until we determine our options.
· Classes for Sts. Peter & Paul Little People Preschool are suspended until further notice.
Please keep our church leadership in your prayers as they are trying to make the best decisions possible in a time of uncertainty.   

During these times, please keep those members of our congregation who may be confined to their homes or other facilities in your prayers.  Many of them may be feeling lonely or scared.  Consider dropping them a note or a card in the mail or making a phone call to brighten their day.
	If you are in need of any addresses or phone numbers, please contact Diane at 724-347-3620 (option 3).  Phone calls are being forwarded to her cell phone, so you should get a response in a reasonable amount of time.  Please feel free to leave her a voice mail.


Our Home Bound Members:  
Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Helen Bender
920 Pleasantview Dr.
New Castle, PA  16101

Mary Chmielewski
87 S. Neshannock Rd.
Hermitage, PA  16148

Dan Davis, Avalon Springs
745 Greenville Road
Mercer, PA  16137

Edna Krajci, Vista Center at The Ridge
3379 Main St 
Mineral Ridge, Ohio 44440
330-652-9901

Mary Ann Krajci, John XXIII
2250 Shenango Valley Freeway
Hermitage, PA  16148
724-981-3200

Robert Murchek
394 Fisher Hill St.
Sharon, PA  16146-5801

Marion Roberts  
The Lakes at Jefferson, Room 221
7271 W. Market St.
Mercer, PA  16137
717-798-5330

Barbara Vasconi
880 Mayfield Rd.
Sharpsville, PA  16150
724-962-7960

Please also remember the following:
· Virginia Lehman, 92 Wet Track Rd., West Middlesex, PA  16159
· Anna Mae Daris, 1865 Hofius Lane, Hermitage, PA  16148
· Karen, Morgan, & Brooke Psznick, 1235 Foxwood Dr., Hermitage, PA  16148


Bible Memory Verses 
For the best words of comfort, turn to The  Holy Bible.  Used as the source of our liturgies and hymns, God’s words will show us how our lives should be led.  Arm yourselves with these words, and you will see God’s plan for you!
	The following are the Bible verses for March and April 2020:

FOR CHILDREN:
Mar. 1:  The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.		       1 John 3:8
Mar. 8:  The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not backward.       Isaiah 50:4-5
Mar. 15:  The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.
					      Matt. 20:28
Mar. 22:  Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.					      John 12:24
Mar. 29:  Christ says: “For their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.”
					     John 17:19
Apr. 5:  He shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and…bore the sin of many.				Isaiah 53:12
Apr. 12:  I am the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.					Rev. 1:18
Apr. 19:  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
					1 Pet. 1:3
Apr. 26:  I am the Good Shepherd…My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life.  		John 10:11, 27-28

FOR ADULTS:
Mar. 1:  Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.  
				1 Peter 4:8
Mar. 8:  Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.	Philippians 4:8
Mar. 15:  Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.
				1 Corinthians 6:19-20
Mar. 22:  My son, keep your father's commandment, and forsake not your mother's teaching. Listen to your father who gave you life, and do not despise your mother when she is old.	Proverbs 6:20; 23:22
Mar. 29:  Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no opportunity to the devil.				Ephesians 4:26-27
Apr. 5:  Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”	Hebrews 13:5
Apr. 12:  I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.
				John 11:25-26a
Apr. 19:  And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”
				John 20:22-23
Apr. 26:  And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved. 	Acts 4:12
 OUR SECOND QUARTER LOCAL MISSION:  STS. PETER & PAUL’S 
ANNUAL COMMUNITY DAY!

Planning will soon be underway for our Fourth Annual Community Day celebration.  This event has grown in scope and attendance each year as a way to get to know our neighbors and to provide them with a safe, fun-filled family event.  
	Please consider getting involved with this community outreach event.  Speak with Jesse Riffle or Diane Riefstahl if interested in serving on the planning committee.

Sincere sympathy is extended to the friends and family of John Daris, husband of Anna Mae Daris, father of Susan Daris and Karen Psznick, and grandfather of Brooke and Morgan Psznick.  John passed away March 20th.  A private funeral service was held March 24th with Pastor Deal officiating.
	May those who mourn his passing take comfort in the promises of our Risen Lord!
	John’s obituary, as published in the Sharon Herald, follows:
John M. Daris, 85, of Hermitage, passed away on Friday, March 20, 2020, in Hillcrest Hospital in Cleveland, Ohio. 
	Born April 5, 1934, in Sharon, he was the son of the late John and Nellie (Lesinak) Daris. He married the former Anna Mae Elavsky on July 15, 1961, and she survives at home. 
	John was a 1952 graduate of Farrell High School and served his country in the U.S. Army. He worked for several years in the maintenance department at General American and then worked at Packard Electric in Warren, Ohio. 
	John liked to hunt, play cards and travel. He especially liked to travel to Africa and other impoverished countries to help his daughter distribute eye glasses to those in need. He attended St. Peter and Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
	He is survived by two daughters, Karen Psznick of Hermitage and Dr. Susan Daris of Twinsburg, Ohio; and two grandchildren, Brooke and Morgan. 
	John was preceded in death by four brothers, Stanley Blosz, Alexander Wojtanowski, Kasmer Daris and Edward Daris; and one sister, Clara Wojtanowski. 
	Memorial contributions can be made to St. Peter and Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, 699 Stambaugh Ave., Sharon, Pa., 16146. 
The following devotion is taken from the LCMS Disaster Relief’s 40 Devotions of God’s Comfort.  The complete set of devotions may be visited online on our church website’s Coronavirus Update page.
In God I trust
“Be gracious to me, O God, for man tramples on me; all day long an attacker oppresses me; 
my enemies trample on me all day long, 
	for many attack me proudly.  
When I am afraid, 
	I put my trust in you.  
In God, whose word I praise, 
	in God I trust; I shall not be afraid.  
	What can flesh do to me?  

You have kept count of my tossings; 
	put my tears in your bottle.  
	Are they not in your book?  
Then my enemies will turn back 
	in the day when I call.  
	This I know, that God is for me.  
In God, whose word I praise,
	 in the Lord, whose word I praise, 
in God I trust; I shall not be afraid.  
	What can man do to me?” 
						(Ps. 56:1-4, 8-11).

Many disasters are natural events like storms, flood or wildfires. Other tragedies are man-made yet unintended, as in traffic accidents or carelessly handled fires. Circumstances of war, violence and theft are man-made and intentional, times when we join the psalmist as he pleads for help. Attackers oppress us. Enemies trample us. “I am afraid.”	
	Yet there is more to be said, “When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.” It is a prayer and a lifelong motto with words to which we cling, as does the psalmist, “In God I trust; I shall not be afraid.” Whether natural or man-made, intentional or accidental, God knows our hurt. He knew our tears before our eyes filled with them, “In your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them” (Ps. 139:16). God is keeping watch and we can be certain that He is on our side. “This I know, that God is for me.”
	There is trouble all around us. There are people who want to hurt us; there are people who have hurt us. Is God for us? How do we know? The God we trust, the God whose Word we praise, knows what it is to be trampled and attacked by enemies. Jesus, God in flesh, was betrayed and handed over to His attackers. “What can flesh do to me?” Jesus’ enemies did their worst. He was condemned to death, beaten, ridiculed and nailed up on a cross like a criminal.
	From the cross Jesus prayed the words of another psalm, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Ps. 22:1). Perhaps He prayed the rest of the psalm, with its words of remembered and rightly placed trust, “In you our fathers trusted; they trust-ed, and you delivered them. To you they cried and were rescued; in you they trusted and were not put to shame” (Ps. 22:4-5).
	In love for us, and trusting His heavenly Father, Jesus laid down His life to pay the penalty for sin that we had earned for ourselves. Just as God recorded our days in His book, all that happened to Je-sus was written “before the foundation of the world” (1 Peter 1:20) in God’s book of His Son’s days. Although Jesus’ enemies had mocked His trust, “He trusts in the Lord; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he delights in him!” (Ps. 22:8), God delivered from death the Son in whom He delighted. His book of days recorded the events that occurred only three days later, when Jesus, God’s beloved Son and our Savior, rose from death in triumph.
	In Baptism we are united with Jesus. His book of days becomes our book of days. In Him we triumph over our enemies of sin, death and the devil, enemies that Jesus has trampled beneath His feet. In repentant trust, we daily die to sin and rise to new life. Our enemies are turned back. “In God I trust; I shall not be afraid. What can man do to me?”

PRAYER  
Almighty God, when I am afraid, I trust in You. I praise Your Word and I know its promises of Your steadfast love. You have recorded all of my days and my tears in Your book. Keep watch over me and bring safely through every attack of my enemies until Your book of my life opens to its final and unending chapter. Hear my prayer for the sake of Jesus, who has written my name in His book of life. Amen.

HYMN  
How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can he say than to you He has said,
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

“Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed,
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.”

“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose
I will not, I will not, desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never, forsake!”

(“How Firm a Foundation,” LSB 728, vs. 1-3)
Tune and Music: Public domain


Chronology of Easter Events

Easter Sunday
1. Mary Magdalene, Mary (mother of James and Joses, wife of Clopas), Salome (mother of James and John, wife of Zebedee), Jonna, and other women go the the tomb at sunrise on Easter morning.  (Perhaps departing form Bethany, the home of Mary and Martha.)  Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1-4; Luke  24:1-2 (10); John 20:1

2. The angels appear and, with a small earthquake, roll away the stone, frightening the guards.  Matthew 28:2-4

3. Mary Magdalene, upon seeing the open tomb, runs to Jerusalem and finds Peter and John, reporting that the tomb is empty.  John 20:2

4. The other women enter the tomb, see two angels and are addressed by one. These angels sends them to the disciples (and to Peter) to report the Lord's resurrection and to go and meet Him in Galilee.  Matthew 28:5-8; Mark 16:5-8; Luke 24:3-8

5. The women go back to Jerusalem to find Peter and John at John's house.

6. In the meantime Peter and John have left to investigate the empty tomb. They pass these women on the way, not speaking to them, go to the tomb, see its emptiness. John believes. They both return to Jerusalem.  Luke 24:12; John 20:3-10

7. Mary Magdalene, who followed Peter and John, remains in the garden, speaks to the angels, and then Jesus appears to her.  Mark 16:9; John 20:11-17

8. When Peter and John return home, the women waiting there report the empty tomb and the words of the angels, then they leave to find the other disciples (who perhaps were staying in Bethany).

9. On their way to find the other disciples, Jesus appears to the women, sending the disciples to Galilee. Matthew 28:9-10

10. Mary Magdalene returns to Jerusalem and reports all she has seen. Mark 16:10-11; John 20:18

11. Guards go to the chief priests, report what happened, and plot to keep the resurrection a secret. Matthew 28:11-15

12. The women go to the other disciples, report what they have seen. Luke 24:9-11

13. After hearing the report of the women and Peter and John, Cleopas and another disciple leave Jerusalem to travel to Emmaus. They are met by Jesus who is hidden from them. When they arrive at Emmaus, Jesus stops, prays, is recognized in the breaking of the bread, and disappear from their sight.  Mark 16:12; Luke 24:13-32

14. The other disciples gather in Jerusalem.

15. Cleopas and the other disciples turn and run back to Jerusalem.  Luke 24:33

16. Jesus appears to Peter alone. Luke 24:34;  1 Cor 15:5

17. Cleopas and the other disciple arrive at Jerusalem, find ten of the disciples, report all that they have seen.  Mark 16:13; Luke 24:35

18. Jesus appears to the ten disciples and others, shows then His hands and His side. Jesus breathes on them and sends them out to forgive and retain sins.  Mark 16:15-18; Luke 24:36-45; John 20:19-23

19. After Jesus leaves Thomas returns and doubts the account of the other disciples. John 20:24-25

The Sunday after Easter
20. Jesus appears to the eleven (especially) Thomas, and offers His blessings to those who believe and have not seen.  John 20:24-29

Various Appearances before the Lord's Ascension
21. Six disciples are fishing in the Sea of Galilee, and Jesus appears to them, has a breakfast of broiled fish, and restores Peter.  John 21:1-23

22. On a Galilee mountain, the Lord sends His disciples to make disciples of all nations through baptism and preaching, and promises His abiding presence.  Matthew 28:16-20

23. Jesus sends His disciples to preach repentance and forgiveness of sins in His name, beginning at Jerusalem. Jesus tells His disciples to tarry in Jerusalem.  Luke 24:46-49;  Acts 1:4-5

Forty Days after Easter, the Ascension
24. Leaving Jerusalem with His disciples, traveling over the Mt of Olives toward Bethany, Jesus ascends into heaven.  Mark 16:19-20; Luke 24:50-53;  Acts 1:6-12

25. The disciples remained in the upper room in Jerusalem for ten days until Pentecost. Acts 1:12-14


Be certain to check out our website:  www.saintspeterandpaul.net.
Current service bulletins and newsletters may be accessed under the Publications page and there is an audio link to Pastor Deal’s sermons.


Remember the following in Prayer…
~The Hurting and Healing:  The Friends and Family of John Daris, who passed away Friday, March 20th, and Rudy Pinal, father of Danny and Michael Pinal and friend of Jonathan Baisch, who passed away April 1st, also Vicki Bell, Sue BenderCA, Lois BortnerCA, Richard Brandes, Beverly Chlpka, Kim, Bradley Dirgo, Marjorie Dirgo, Tim Dudash, Donna Kennedy, Betty KnauffCA, Regis Knauff, Jess Lavoie, Virginia LehmanCA, Paul LucasCA, Rhonda MoatsCA, Sandy Marshall, Tom MulliganCA, Iona OltmanCA, Richard ReuningCA, Marty Scott, Martin Weisenborn, and Angela WeserCA.
~Our Homebound:  Helen Bender, Dan Davis, Edna Krajci, Mary Ann Krajci, Robert Murchek, Marion Roberts, and Barbara Vasconi. 
~Serving in the Military:   Clayton Drnek, Curtis Sinewe, and Joshua Solyan.
~Community & World Needs:  Those suffering from or affected by the coronavirus, victims of violence and terrorism; those suffering from loss and dislocation because weather disasters; those suffering from addiction and their families; Local, State, and National Government Leaders; Safety for all Police Officers, Firefighters, & First Responders; the unemployed; our Second Quarter Local Mission: Sts. Peter & Paul’s Annual Community Day.
*CA represents cancer; number after other names represents weeks on the prayer list. After 4 weeks names may be resubmitted. This helps us to remember people’s specific needs and reminds us that God is providing healing as people get better and no longer need our prayers.  Please submit prayer requests in writing to the church office. 

PALM Sunday Appeal

Pittsburgh Area Lutheran Ministries (PALM) supports regional missions that unite local congregations of The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod. PALM supports student, homeless, blind, deaf, and children’s ministries, and others. PALM also publishes every month via email The Pittsburgh Lutheran.

[bookmark: _Hlk507248736]PALM has decided to partner with All Saints Lutheran Church & Student Center this year to support their wonderful campus ministry which reaches out with the Gospel of Christ Crucified to many national and international students, led by Pastor Larry Loree, Mrs. Augusta Mennell, and Pastor Todd Seaver.

We are appealing directly to the members of our congregations to help PALM establish a solid financial base in order to impact our region with the Gospel. Please consider a 1-time or recurring gift to support PALM. One-half of all monies raised from this appeal will be directed toward Campus Outreach at All Saints Slippery Rock. The second half will be directed to our PALM Mission Grant Fund to support future mission work in our region.

Donations may be sent directly to PALM, with “PALM Sunday Appeal” in the memo line. THANK YOU
PALM
535 N. Neville Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15213

Our Stewardship of Treasures for the Lord:  
[bookmark: _GoBack]In order to do the Lord’s work, we need $2,487.81* each week to meet our 2020 budget for general purposes and $39.62 for missions. 
 
Wednesday, March 11, 2020: 
	General Offering:  $	272.00
	Preschool Tuition:  $307.00	
	Other Offerings:  $63.00		 

Saturday, March 14 & Sunday, March 15, 2020: 
	General Offering:  $1,555.00	
		Behind this week*/^:  -$353.81
	SELC Missions:  $140.00		
		Ahead this week^:  +$100.38 
	Local Missions:  $10.00		
	Other Offerings:  $114.00
*Includes preschool tuition. 
^Includes Wednesday’s figures.

Sunday, March 22, 2020: 
	General Offering:  $1,105.00	
		Behind this week:  -$1,382.81

Saturday, March 28 & Sunday, March 29, 2020: 
	General Offering:  $2,875.00	
		Ahead this week:  +$387.19
	SELC Missions:  $25.00
		Behind this week:  -$14.62
	Local Missions:  $5
	Other Offerings:  $70.00



In Loving Memory of husband and father, John Daris:  Anna Mae, Karen, Susan, Brooke and Morgan.
In Loving Memory of John Daris, Husband of Anna Mae:  Pat Voytik.
In Loving Memory of John Daris:  Gary & Eileen Burns (Food Pantry), John & Patty Chavara, Dolores Fee, Joyce Fennell, Judy Ference, Anson & Hank Holcroft, Charlene & John Kay, Cheryl & Jack McNutt, Marge O’Kresik, Diane Riefstahl, Viola Sakony, and Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sulek & Family.

 (
The following individuals and families had placed orders for Easter Flowering Plants prior to the Covid-19 Pandemic.
)



In Loving Memory of Dorothy Shoenberger and Beloved Daughter, Judith Elizabeth Boal:  Mr. & Mrs. Eddy J. Furey
In Loving Memory of Sybil & Parents:  Hugh Owen
In Loving Memory of Husband, Don:  Pat Voytik
In Loving Memory of Grandmas, Anna Sulek and Mary Murchek:  Ruth Meszaros
In Loving Memory of my Parents, Iris and Jim Reigelman:  Elizabeth Loughan
In Loving Memory of Parents, Peter & Anne Gabriel  and Brother, Dennis A. Gabriel:  Mark Gabriel
In Loving Memory of Our Loved Ones:  Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sulek
In Loving Memory of Parents, Donald L. & Lucile M. Riefstahl:  Diane Riefstahl
In Honor of Virginia Lehman:  John Zachar
In Loving Memory of John Daris:  Kati Laird
In Loving Memory of Carolee Grexa:  Viola Sakony
[Note:  You will be contacted at a later time to determine what you wish to do once options have been determined. ~Diane]






11

image1.jpeg
Q;‘ THRIVENT
FINANCIAL®




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg
)/

ER




image4.jpeg
q\UNlTy

\d\ _-\p
— 2\

70'3“‘°

420 0W




image5.jpeg
Oympathy




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.jpeg




image9.png




image10.jpeg




